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Abstract

This study examines the impact of international migration on the demographic,
social and economic structures in the mountain villages in Center Palestine, and the
transformations of these impacts over time, including revealing the mechanisms
through which these transformations take place, whether those related to financial
or social transfers from migrants, and the role that migration networks play. The
study is based on a case study of four villages located northeast of Ramallah, three
of which are still experiencing international emigration, while the fourth has not
witnessed a significant expansion of migration as in the other three villages,
although they are in the same area. The study discusses the causes that generate
migration in these villages, and the changes in them over time, and analyzes the
impacts of migration on these villages. As migration is a continuous and dynamic
phenomenon, this study is based on four overlapping theoretical concepts:
“cumulative causation”, “migration social networks”, “relative deprivation” and
“transnational migration”. The study used a comparative descriptive analytical
approach to extrapolate and elicit results. It relied on a mixture of qualitative and
quantitative research methods, through extensive field work in the surveyed
villages and in the United States of America. Qualitatively, the study used oral
history through individual and group interviews with residents and emigrants from
these villages, five focus groups in the village of Al Mazraa Al Shargiah and in the
United States of America, and interviews with official and local institutions. The
study used available official and unofficial statistical data, in addition to two

surveys carried out specifically for new data.
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